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Condemnation
of Iraqi attacks
draws ovation

By RUTH MORRIS
STAEFWRITER

WESTON » In a gesiure of
sympathy and cutreach, local
Muslim leader Allaf Ali on
Thursday stood before the pa-
rishioners of S50 Katharine
Drexel Catholic Church and
condemned recent militant at-
lacks on Catholic churches in
Baghdad, insisting the viclence
ran eountertothe “true tenet”
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of Islam.

The Thanksgiving speech,
delivered before a hushed con-
gregation, referred to a string of
bombings at churches in Bagh-
dad, including predawn as-
saultson Oct. 18, the (irst day of
Ramadan, that Killed thres and
injured about 40 Gvilions.

“Your suffering iz my suffer-
Ing. Your sormow 15 my sorrow.
Your happiness iz my happi-
ness,” said Al executive direc-
tor of the Councl on American-
[slamic Relations in Miami,
“Weare brothers and sisters in
faith.”

Ali's visit came in response to
a commentary published last
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week inthe South Florda Sun-
Sentinel by the church's pastor,
the Rev. Paul Edwards, Inif, Ed-
wirds lamented the assaults on
Baghdad churches and parish.
ionmers, and noted that after the
8-11 terror attacks the arch-
bishop of Miami had visited a
lecal Islarmic center o stand be-
hind Muslims who might be tar-
geted in rexclionary violence.

“Would it be averly bold (o
ask for o show of support and
solidarity from the local com-
munily?” after the targeting of
Iragi churches, hewrote,

The remark prompted Alito
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